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Dear reader, ;

What makes this month's edition of FLASH magezine worth wile
looking thréugh zgain?
Above @ll a trip of two of your hard working, nmever restiing sditors
(no kidding!) mafe to the easteru gituated Air Base Twenthe. You
will find their report on the next pages to ‘come.
Further on we have an _mportant matter to discuss: what airecraft
will become the succepsor of our sged Btarfighter? This guestion
is being posed in this issue.
At last we have succeeded in getting a start to the new preqentatlﬂn

~ of our news—columns, althoucgh it is & ra+her heﬂit&t145 cne, 88 you

will notice when reading on.

Tc end with and to reascsure you: there hes been some misunder-—
gtanding: we have haéd an combined January and Pebrusry which implies
that we will hawe & separsted August and September issue! No panic]

Your editors.

‘COVER FHOTOGRAFH

Te be considered g good candidate as successor of the Starfighter
is the Ssab Viggen. The photo shows the version in service with
the Royal Sweden Air Force, the JA-37(37051) somewhere over the
woods of Sweden. . Photo: Saab via P.Vercruijsse
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HOLLAND

== For the first time in two years, No.3148gn at Eindhoven received '"ne
NF-5's. The concerned a/c are: K-3016 (ex ETESqn], 302% (ex 3163agn)
and 3045 (ex 316Sgn)., :
Movements at Findhoven inecludeds:
Feb,27: 31-61, 32-32, 32-64, 32-T78 G-91R "GAF LKG-41 Husum
D-8047,8059,8131 RF-104G RNethAP 30€Sgn; D-8326 F-104G 3128g
107, 104 EF=HA RNoAF T17S8gn

==TIn the harbour of Rotterdam, the aircraftearrier FOCH of the French
Navy was open to the publiec in the afterncen of 2 March., The followin
a/c were noted:
flight=deck: Crusaders F-8E: 1,4,6,11,12,22,25,30,31,%39,41 &all of 12F
hangar: Alouttte III 1806 of 228

—= The nineth F-=27i of the Klu which was camauflaged wes the C-10. Only
the C-2 and C-12 are the only twoe uncamouflaged ones

-= Besk-movements Included:
Jan, 8: 33303 C-118A USAF; 5820 DO-28D WGAF: 21618 UH-1H USArmy
9: 0=10654 T-3Q4A USAF 17: No.&4 Nord 262D French AT
20: 15905 U~-214 USirmy; 109759 CC-109 CAF
22s WV/Z29 Pembroke RAW HQ SHAFPE | 26: 130%28 (-1350FE CAF
28: 10685 T=394 USAF -
Peb, 3: X¥508 HS,125 CC.2 RAF 328qn:
6: T10h & 7161 UH-1D WGLF HTG=64; 5815 DO-2&D WGAF JABOG=31
11: 18030 & 18019 U=-21A TSArmy 7
12: 0=10653% T=354 USAF; 18040 U=-214 Usﬂrmy
+ 132 7152 UH-1D MGAF HTG-F{ 253 130315 ¢=130E CAT:
262 3%273. 0-11S4 USAP; 15907 U=214 USirmy
Mar. T: 18040 U-214 King fdr USArmy -

~— llovementes at Valkenburg included;
g8n,14: 5911 DO-28D WENavy MFG-5
20: 157324/1LR-9 P-30 Orion USNavy VP-24
21: 6111 Atlantic WaNawy MFG—3
27: XX507 HS.125 CC.2 RAF 328an Northolt
313 MEI18/CU-569; WR31/CU-571; WE308/CU=572; WF133/C0U=-57%:
WM739/CU-574; TF122/0U-575; all Sea Princes T.1 RN 75084
Feb. 5: €112 Atlantic WGN MFG=3; 10: 157324/LRE-9 P-30 USNevy VP-24
24: XT757 Wessex HU.5 ENavy; EE: 6¢—I” 127 W-25071 FAF 64Esc.

—— Movements &t Teeawsrden inecluded:
Jan,17: XR508/BN Tesaex HCO.2 FﬂF 188an °
20: D-6685 FP-1040 Volkel Ting; D-8125 RPF-104G 3068qn (equipped w
! apecial electroniual instruments)
21: C-8 F-2T7W 3348gn; 251V Atlantie NLD
23: O—h FT-2T7M 3343qn: 27 D-5804 TP—104G Volkel TCA; 221K UH—1
28 G—EET/G?EEET, G—EEEKE_?EEE F—100D RDeniPF T7278gn
31=-07, 31-78, 32-10, 32-47 G-91R TGAF LKG-41
30-32, 30-33% G-91R TGAT LEG=4%
29: TX-03, 59(c/s EB1%2) F-1040 BAF 1 Wing (till 30-1)
30 IFEBDE, 5808 TFP-104G Volkel TOA; D-669% F-104G ?Dkkel Fing
Feb. 43 K-3063%, 3065, 3012 NF-54 31ESqn
S+ WLT90 M MacHenery" Shackleton RAF 88San (¢/a MAI)
16: 203V Neptune MLD; 227V UH-1B MLD

—— NMovements at Ypenburg included:
Nov. 43 24471 & 286477 T-39A USAF S5: 017899 T-29 UGAR
18: 33303 VC-1184 URAF (also on 15 asnd 20-1) _
Dec, 4: XLE14 Hunber T.TA RAF 237 QCU Homnington (also on 5-12)
dan,15: MT-37 lMagister BATF 20: X5791 [nmdover RAF
22; 22462 T-394 USAF 21: 994 C-130H RNoAF



AT
3hezburg cont, : s

“Peb., 5: 10877 T=394A USAF 102 . 12628 FP-104G RNoAF

17: ID No.2f Peris II FuP TE: XT762 Wessex HU.5 Royzl Navy

21: LI No,30 Paris II FAR Z7: 13705 ©C137 CAF (also on 28-2)
Z2B8: CM-02 Mystere XX EBAF

EqFaments at Twenthe inecludeds:
get. B: D-5804, 5806 TP-104G Volkel TCA .
15: D-5906, 5810 TF-104G Volkel TCA; MT=30 CM-170R BAF
18: 50-70 C-160D TGAF ES.61 E
29: 24-05, 26-37, 24-89, 26-23 F-104G "GLP JABOG-36
Fov. 5: C-8 F-2TM 3348qn; EK-3075, 3044 NF-5A 3148an
D-8145, 8066 RF- 104G “OEqu
Dea2.23: D-8098, 8279 F-104G 322/3238an; K-4021 NF-5B 3148qn .
Jan.28: D-8127 RF-104G 306S5gn; K-4011, 4023 WF-5B 316Sqnj A4-227 M1,ITT
28: FX-70, 29, 96, 99 F-104G BAF; E-4011 NF-5B 3168an
Peb, H: D-5812 TF—1D¢G Lesuwarden TCA; D-8266 F-104G 311/3128qn
27-86, 28<34 TF=104G WELF WS=10C
E: K-4007 NF-5B 314Sgn; V258 Atlantic MLD
20: K=-3072, 3027 WF-54 314Sgn; D-8282, 6683 F-104G %11/3128gn

¥ovementy at Soesterberg included:
=v.25: D-8104, 833h F-104G 322/323
Tec,11: PBE3=812 C-130E USAF . 12: 37=27, 37=67 F-4F WEAF JG-71
20: D-B0B3, 8341 F=104G 522/3?35qn
23: ARGE5=0867 RF=-4C USLF 10TRW; K-4021 NF-5B F14Sgn
30: HR69=0244 F=4E USAF ¢96TFS; L65-0608 F=4T1 48TFT
dan, 2: V250 Atlantic MLD 3218qng E-4027, 4030 NF=5B 3158gn
G: 2211, 2218 F-104G Bundesmarine
10: D-6657, 6655, 8049, 8104, 8272, B2B6, 5816 (T)F-104G 322/3238qn
HRES-0532, 69=-0273 F-4FE USLF 496TFS:; ARG4-=1033 RF-4C TALAP
14+ FX=11, 84 F-104% BAF 1 Wing; V207 SP-2H MLD 3205gn
24: ARGE-0449, 66-0413 RF-40 UBAF 10TRV; WRA66-T507 F-4D USAF S81T¥W
30: 37852, 37853, 37846 C-1308% MAC/USAF ’
%1: ZRG8B-0557 RE-4C USAF 17TRS; ARG4~1084, 65-08%0 RF-4C USLF 10TRV
P-5814 T¥-104G Lesuwarder TOA
Feb., F: WRE6-6719 F-4T USAF S1TFM; ARA4-1084 RF-4C USAF 10TRW
42 SPR3-7512 F-4C UBAF 52TFW
5: 35-12 RE-4T TGLF; 23-50, 24-85 F~104¢ Glavy (also on 6-2)
bz 37-65, 37-79 F-4T TGAF - T: 24471 T-39L USAF
12: AR64-1084 RF-4C USLF 10TRT 13: 62-813 C-130E USAF
14s IM6T6/F, XUT63/K
17: 37=-03%, 37=17 F=4F TGAF 20: 35-33 RF-4E "GLiF; D-B294 F=-104G
21: ¥=4004 NP-58 3148gn; K-3028, 4011 HP-53 31€8qn;
D-8294 F-104G 322f3255qn- D-8268 P=104G 3115an
26: AR115, 118 Iraken RF-35 RDanAF 729Sgn; 40560 C- 1303 USAT/MAC
335%5, 21094 C=131 Uﬂ*w
Mar,3: IW216 Pama RAT 4: WL756/J Shackleten RAF
- 5y F7883% C=130E DEﬂF/MﬁG 21103 G=131 USAF
T: WREE-T480 F-4D USAF 817FV
12 24469 T-39\ USAF: 33353 T-P9 USAF

Elu disgposals:

Fokker S5-11: B-1 to DO-FCH; E-6& to PH-HOT; E-9 to PH-HOS; E-11 to
PH-HOR; E-14 tw PH~HOQ; E-15 to PH-HOW; E-17 to O00-MCH;
B-25 to 00-LMCj; B=26 to 00-M3SH; E-29 to PH-HQK

Savy S-11's: 177 to PH-GAF; 1?8 to 00-LMS; 198 to PH-HOH; 199 was
wrongly painted as PE-Huyd, but is row correct as FH-HOF;
175 to PH-HOI

= ®ithin eight days the Klu lost two of its EStarfighters:

or 12-3-75 D-B336, PF-104% of 322/3235un, crashed into the Nordsee.
ghe accident &ccured while attacking a2 Shackleton of the RAF.

o= 20-3=75 8 F=-1043 of 3065an crashed near Erp (Halland) Thie
silot managed to eject savely.

L 1]




GERIEANTY ¢

"The museum ia situsted on Avenue de Teryuersn.

west month we published the openirg dates of the Brussel Air JMuseum.
These proved to be incorrect,and should read: except for =211 sundays
Wew Year's Day, Eastern snd Xmas, the museum is glways open.
Furthermore, the reg. of the Piper Cub shculd read OL-LF?, the ¢/n
of the SV- 40 Stampe of the Jjeronsvzle is 102.

To be added in a short tlme gre @ Packet (Gﬁ—ﬂﬁj ‘and a Caravelle
The 3thrfight@r—_that crﬂahed on 27 Janaury 1973 proves to be the F

Mlovements at Hint Truiden on 13 February:.

FT-36, 38 T-334; MT-11, 12, 15 Magisters of the Red Ievils
Wr-27, 43, 44, 49, 50 Magisters. FU-021, 082 FP-84F Uncam, {(wfu)
FU-51, BB, 92, 105, 134, 156 all F-BAF cam,. (wfua)

Noted =t Goestenhoven on 13-2 were the following SFP-260BR'3:
BT-05,06,07,14,15,17,19,25,26,35,40.

oted at Aachen Hérzbruck on 10-2 were the following ﬁlmuette I1:
A-21, A-26, 4-27, A-55, A-56, A-TO, A-T4, Note that OL- has been
remaveﬂ frqm all helicopters.

After the succesful flight of the senond prototype of the MRCA, the
program is being continued ss planned, Tt is scheduled as follows:
Probotype 03; -£/f with BuC at Tarton. Pasks: first tr&inﬁr with
double handles,
Prototype 04: £/f with MBB at Manching. Taakat tests concerning aero
batie characteristicy.
Prototype 05: £/f with fercitalia st Caselle. Tasks: tests with Pylo
Profotype 06: £/f with BAC at “arton. Tasks; teste with pylons and
: armament.
Prototype 07: £/f with MBB =+t Laﬂchlng. Tasks: tests concerning a.c.
Prototype 0B: £/f with BAC Et Tarton, Taske: tests concerning a.c.
Prototype 0G: £/f wi ; Aercitelis at Chaselle. Tasks:-tests concerni
ETrmMAmET

Better f1rht than never, "Das Flugkorpergeschwader 2% aof the Luftwa
mugt have thaught On 25 Januery this unit organized on Cpen Day ﬂn
their airfield Teverem near Gﬁulenklrchen This to celebrate the
1ath year of excistsnce.

This celebration produced the f0110w1ng:

vegsex H.2 XV732/RH RAF 188gn Harrisr GR.1 XEV793/W RAF

UH-12 7132 & 7044 of BIG-64 UH-1D 7256 of HEER

CH-53G 8437 of HEER

Flying over were 4 G-91R's (regs unknown) snd 4 F-1040'5 (being
2488, 2266, 2451, 2003).

4B, by now, the F-4F's will-have rep]aoed the P-104G's with the G-36
at Hopsten, its Stafs have been given away to other units of the Wg¢
In this way JABQG=31 at-NWorvenich got hpld of eight "new" FP-104G's
being: 1-43,21-49,21-81,23-98,24-51,74-77,26-05. lcst of the a/c
have a cow in its badge instesd of the normal horse.
Two "new" TP-104G'S of JABOG=31 are: 2B-31(ex JG~-74), 27-35(ex JG~T1
Movements at Worvenich included:
Jan.16: B4-13 CH-53G HEER; 33-TE/356 Mirage IIIR FAF
20: 24-%2 F-104G JB-32; 34-48B G-91T 7"8-503; 58-56 DO-28D JB-33
25=10,25-12,26-11,26-45,27-35 T/F-1046 JB-33; 58-59 D0-28D
t 21=55 P-104G JR~32; 27-36 TF-104G JB=32; 35-18 NF-4F AG-52;
37=50 F-4F JG-T1; 58-44 DO-28D JG-T1: B4-38 CH-53G HEER:
¥-4004 NP-5B RNethiP 3148gns -XV433 FGR.2 RAF
13: 34-58 G=91T 8-50 (ex LKG-44)}; T1-32, T0-46 UH-1D HTG-64;
22=T1,22-30,22-22 P-104G MPG-1: 37—32 3T7-36 F-4F JG-T4:
T2-54 UH-1D HEFR; 26-55 F-105G MFG-2; 35234 RF-4E AG=513
BT68-04T76 F-4E USAF; "REE6-T754 F-4D USﬁF, R68-535 F-4E USIF
T4y 22-18, 22~-22, 22-71 P-104G NMFG-1; FC-08 TF-104G BAF

The C-160D, trashed orn §~2-75 on Kreta wes 50-6% of ITG=-65.

Feb,

vt
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B BETS ~~= NEWS ———< NEWS weree FEWS ~me= NEWS === NEWS -— NEWS

pei=l thenks to: A.Booy, R.G.Harris, H.Jockers, J.v/d.QOever,
W _Sorhagen, B.S¢rresiiz, F.Smith, K.H.Urschel, G,Teinmann, JP-4,
=83, SEAR, FAM, Iuftwaffe.

s 2n 0F-104 of the Canadian lrmed Fereces based at Baden Sollingen,
grashed near Nurenberg (Germany) on 11 December: 1974.

RN RK

=— L though published last month, P-104G R-646 was not w/o in 1970. In
Taet the 8/c 1s still with 72€Esk. The w/o should be the R-752 of
Esk.723%, which crashed on 22-2-T1,

= ¥o replzsee the Chipmunks, KZ-T7's and Piper Cubs, 32 Sasb MFPI-17's have
Been ordered.

= Bovements aht Toul-Rosieres on 30 Jenaury:

11-RV/12122, 11=EB/4:146, 11-ED/42185, 11-EE /42248, 11-MF/ 42249,
WI-EF/42272, 11 P-100D (unecam,)

11-MI/42131, 11-UH/42152, 11-MD/42156, 11-E8/42166, 11-EL/42169,
11-EN/42203, 11-M"/42269, all P-100D's (ocam.) .

11-EI1/64000 F=100F tcam.i 11-0B Broussard; OH/53106 T-334 ex 8-0H;
11-00/19, 11=0I/70, 118-DF/574 Magisters

Eﬁ}$gents at %_tz—FTEBGaty on 30 January:

: Nord 26'3; 33-NE/331 Mirage IIIR; 338-HO/ 41577 T-334;
21-AY/176 Magister; 41-A0/65, 41-AB/T73, 41=-40/T7, 41-AP/82 Paris;
28,55,36,39,41,66 N-2501. ;

This year -the 31st Selon International de Paris will be held at Le
Bourget from 30 May till 8 June, The internstionsl air show will be
held on 7 and 8 June. jmong many others will be the ¥P-14,15,16,17.

Six Meteors TT.20 have been taken over from the R,Navy: WDE49, Whe52,
w780, TM242, WMZS55 and "M203. The sircraft will become part of the
Sentre d'Essais en Vol (CEV) fleet. -

The Frd Air Brigade is still waiting for the nmew photographicasl pod
(built by the Tuatech "“AV Optische Industrie de {uds Delft"). In the

meantime, only one Group has the version RF of the Starfighter, the
28th. The other two Groups (18th and 1%2nd) are using normal F-104G.

It iz almost cartain that the first Itelisn unit that will receive
the MRCa will be the 6th Stormo which is the only unit (except for
the 3rd 4/B) opersting with the old G-version of the P-104.

— On Februsry Sth, & =917 belorging to the 8.V.B.A.4A. (code 8A)
craghed nesar Bﬁrletta; both pilots were killed.

=N EDEN

Heroules 84002 of P=7, now wears a matt green colour-scheme. 4 third
C-130E is on order.

KY¥H:

Aes 8 result of the recent problems about Cyprue, the (merican govern-
==nt deccided to stop sra-deliveries to Turkye, This mede the TAR
obliged to place ar ondér in Ttmly. The order contains eightesn F-1043
starfichter. el e

The first (MMFFR20) has slresdy been delivered.



UHITWU KINGDOM

As expected, rumours go the Harrier will be withdrawn from service
within two years, 28 too many accidents oecur. 5till we have to wait

te see what is true of the rumour.

Meo the Jetstream is auffering from severly technical problems. On
1=-11=T4 AX477/31 Jetstream T.T of CFS had a total engifle faillure
while teking-off from Little Rissington. The &/c erashed while at-

tempting sn emergency landing., It was the second faillure within a w

To maks evings even worse, a second Jeitstream XX4B0O/%3 had an engine
faillure on the game day. Fortunstely it menaged to lsnd safely. The
ong =nd only result; the Jetstreams are grounded.

-Intarcstlng vigitors at dkrotiri (Cyprus) as published in SFAR are:

Apr,29: 149790 C-130F USNavy Code JM VRZ24Sgn: 23488/P C-130B Pak,AT
May 13: L-401, L-402 CM-170 Msgisters Iebanegse AF

Jun, 17: 501 Viscount Muscst & (man Adr Force

Aug,2h: AX-FRE/COS5 0-47 ID/FAT
Aug,27: 73207 IL-18 Yugoslawv AF
fct, 9: 505 Viscount M&0 AF (504 on 28-11)

UNITWTD STATIES

USAF Dakota o-15527 was WIltfen fo whilet ldndlnﬂ at Akrotiri in
bad weather on 9 Jenlary 1975,

The two YF-16's are Q1567 and 01568 f/f resp. 20- 1-Tu{accidﬂrtally]
Qf-z<TA{nfficially) and 9-5-7T4. —
The recistration of the North hmerlcan B.1 ¥s 40518 by the way.,

More Air Netignal (isrd newss :

134F15/ 158716 (VT ANG), 159F 15/125FI6((Fla ANG) and 194FIS/ 144716
(Cal ANG) sre converted to EB-57, F-1064 and F-1064 resp. ﬂ711uﬂit5
used to operate the F-1024. DEluE Dagger.,

The firgt YOH-53F (of the USHavy and £/f 1-3-74) was wie 415-9-74, wh
during groundtests; it rolled onto one side and bturat out st Startfo

loyements at Rhein-Main included:
Feb, 17« 84-34 CH-53G "Qarmy HFTR-32 st Mendig

27: 121594 C-118E UsWayy "RD" VR-53:iqn

2B 33303 VO-118A USAF EL SHAPE
Mar. 4: 50-88 C-160D GAF LT1G-63

by 46=36 C=-118G TtAF 46 Aercbrigata Fisa

B riew tankers: 20869, 30205, 22718, 30218 Utah ANG

9: A-44 Alcuette IT IABAT

10: 5~144 C=130H ITAP

Movements at Tiesbsden dncluded:

Feh,18: §4-48 CH-53G "GArmy HFR-25 4t Laupheim

20: 84-40 CH-53C TeArmy HFR-25; 1803%6 U-21A - USArny
20-12 G=91R "GAF LSKG-435:; 152731 P-3B Oricn "20" VQ-28gn
154577 I-3B Orion USna#y’"Tﬁ“ VE-303gn (the Orion csrried o
the code "13" and the VP-305Sqn badge — correct is LIL-13).
Mar.d4: 54-49, Bi-44 (GH-53G TGArmy HFR-25
b6: 84-58 CH-53G "Girmy HFR-25
fn detachment from 20% Av.Comp. "Geronima' from Finthen are
- the Tfolleowing CH-4TC: T71-20946, T1-20950, 71-20952, T0-15035
10: T-508%, 8293 P-104G WethiP 322/3235¢n

As rioted under the Rhein-l"ain movements of last month, all C-130f's
the Tzctical Air Command have been handed over to the military  Air

*.Iift Commend. This means that 211 codes have disarpeared from the

CHerculesses although the sgusdrons remsin the same.

On 16 Jenuary the first P-4D of the 48th TP st Lekenheath crashed
in Hpain. The aircraft's rezistretion wse TNEG-0235.
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B= ¥-iF of the 526TFS gt Rampiein, which crashed on 20-9-T4,
&=- To have been the 68-4RQ,

pesents 8t Mildenhall dncluded: :
e, T: 67-0170 C-54 USAPF 436M&™; 156172/23 TO-130Q UsMNavy Vi-4Sgn;
AO-03Z5T RC-135D USAF H58RW; 56-0077 KC-1354 USAT 456B7;
59-1470 KC-13254 USAT 456B7W; LN65-0615 F-4T) USAF ABTPET
i6: 68-0219 (0-54 USAF 436MAT; ' 156173/37 EC-130Q USHavy VQ-484n;
61-0677 T-394 USAF 7O05AB8; 55-3131 FKC-1354 USAF Rome ANC;
BA-14848 RC~135D USAP 558R™: 58-0094 KC-135A UZAF 456B7;:
57=2594 KC-1354 USAF A56BW; 5S58-0088 KC-1354 USAF 456873
59-1512 KO-135A4 USAF 456B": 59-1513 XC-1354 456B¥W;"
64-0616 C-1414 USAF 438MK"; XES0S VC-10 RAF 103sn; XW665 Nimrod
B XHE6S Nimrod SR.T RAT 515gn * 3 T
S=sed 5t dldenhall are Boeing BO-135J'3 61-0282, 61-=0285, 61-D2866
=g 61-0291 belonging to the 7120 ACCS. Belonging to the 513TA* are
;ﬁeifﬂ%lGWEng T=29B's: 31=T901; S1=T832, 51-5169, 51=5159, 517839,
13816,
- 5 A-4C Bkyhawk 149580 of VMA-131 ecrashed on March 1, 1975 as it
# Zending at "illow Grove NAS. Pilot ejected safely.

order of the Cefly Tancer FProgram, the Beech ALireraft Corporation
m=livered three with electroniesl instruments eguipped Beecherafis
==-—2]J's Tor electronicsl recopnnsisgsgence to the USArmy,

Sirnce 1967 & grand totsl of 170 U-21's (King Air 100) have been
S=livered tog the fmerican forces.

Sne USArmy ordered %4 converted Super King Airs. 20 of these, nsmed
BSuron, are destinated for the USAvmy, while the sther 14 (€-12'g)
=1 fﬂ?ﬁthe USAF. The z/c should be delivered Yetween July 1975 and
By 1956, :

ESevements gt Remstein ineluded:

FED. 15 SP6H-T35 (ex IN) end SF66-T14 (ex LH) both F-4D H2TFN

221 TRoP=520 F-4D S1TF7; SHH6-542 F-4D B1TFY (Yes, code SR. This
a/c helonged to 5277 7(SP) and now belongs. to B1TFY (TR).

1: BTB9=550 (ex HR) F-47 FETE"; ABR4~1003, A4-1068 RF-4C 10TR";
LNE6~T39, 66~THE F-41 ABTEFT: TNe6E~566 F-4D 817F7;

v BOTTS, 60174 C=1414 43BMAY: 24470 T-394 401787

15 3P66=T735, 66-THE F-4D S52TF"; SPRA-B8Z5 F=4D 52777 (with
white tail-colour of 57F8); SP66~575 F-AD K27
LNEE=T56, A6=T40, F6=485 F-4D 4RTFT; WRE5-721 F-4D 810M7;
51=07, 51-12, 51=-16, 51-21 P-1043 TItAF
TD1270, T0126% C-130% (ex LK)j; 686580, AA0560 C-1307;

Snile the re—szsaignations of the ¥-43's in Turope aere gtill going on;,
=lso charges ir USAFE's P-4D-strenght heve come to.light.
sccording to British Aviation Newe following F~4D'a of the Blst TF
£7) left for the USA: 66-=7509,7524,7537,7549,7570 (all en 7-10-74),
?Eégﬁ?EﬁﬁgTﬁéT,Tﬁﬁi (ell on 28=10-74) and possibly slsoc 66-7677,7684,
695 - '
uring gdetaber’following nine afc were delivered to the Bist TFF
=rom the 50th TFY (HR): 66-7519,7558,7614,7649,7669, 7708, 7710,7751
=nd S824. To make things-more complicated and interesting for our
Shotters, UBAFE decelded to make following chenge in Februsry 1975:
"8 Trensfer of 22 F-40's from the 52nd TF7/2%rd TFS (SP) to the 81st
TEFT ("M); 22 P-4D's from the Blst TF’ (“R) to the 48th TFT (ILN) and
=2 ¥-AD's from the 48th TF' to the 52nd TF/23rd TFS (SP). OF this
Februzry-reshuffle, these are the detailms: :
= =-4D's to 81at TFW: 66-7539,7579,7588,7604,7605;7607,7610,7615,7619,
E6-7620,7623% and 7656 (thus from 8P to "R). _
= s-iD's to 48th TF7: 65-0682, 0689, 0700, U738,0746,4765,0760,
66-0227 , 7485 and T487 (thus from TR to LN).
s e-4D's to 92nd TEN: 66-B710,8711,8714,8734;8758,8765,8776,8797,5796

{ilus from LN to SP).
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= THE F-104 REPLACEMENT

A FLASH-special, presented by Frank
Klaaspsen and Jescob Strubgn. The info
tion used in this article has o.a. b
substracted from WATOD's Fifteer Nati
and pregs releases by Saab-8cania, Avi
Marcel Dzsgault, the Northrop Corpers
. gnd General Dynamics.

At the moment there is one afe¢ in the Koninklijke Iuchtmacht thet urge
needs replecement: the Lockheed F-104 Starfighter. Since 1962 five &g
have been equipped with Starfighters: No.306 at Volkel (RP-104G), Nos.
311 snd 312 at Volkel (F=-104G, tacticsl roles) and Nos.322 and 323 at
Leeuwarden (F-104@, interception), In 1975 the Starfighter is zn obsol
weapon-gystem, that cen no longer be seen g8 = suitable znswer to poss
hostile actions,. Already in 1967 the chiefs of the Belgisn, Netherlam
Italien and West German alr staffe started to hold regular meetings wi
other FP-104 utilizers to prepare the grounds for a succegsor. f jolnt
wcrkin% roup was pcrested: object of study was the MRCA (Multi Role Co
Mirara t%, which was considered a suitable replacement for the Starfig
of Holland, Belgium, Germany, Itely, Csnada and the Lightnings of the
RAF. For budgettary reasons Canada end Belgium s2bsndoned the project i
1968 though, while Holland determined tc drop out of the MRCA in 1969,

The chief of the Belgian Air Force took the initiative to ferm = new
steering group. In 1573 he notified his Norwegien, Danish, Italilan, Gr
Turkish 2nd IDmich cellegues, forewarning them thet they really had an
F-104 problem to solve, Turkey, Greece and Itsly answersd in the negst
but on December 6, 1972 the remaining four countries established the
"Furogroup": an officisl step to urge the four defence ministers to ge
together to see how their Btarfighter-replacement could be speeded up.

A first important step was taken by the Steering Committee ¢nn 8 May 19
four sireraft (the Baab Viggen, Dassualt Mirege F.1, Northrop P-17 Cob
end Genersl Dynamics ¥F-16) could eventuzlly anewer the regquiremsnits o
the four countries; with the addition of limite¢d nuclesr mission rolea
for the Belgian and IDmteh Alr Forces, end snti-sghipping for the Norweg
and Danish Alr Forces,Before proceeding sny furthsr it should be speci
that dozena of proposals Trom aircralt manufscturers had beesn scrupuls
screened by the 4 air staffs. The F-14, F-15 and MROUA were for them be
too expensive; the ¥-1048, Lencer, Jeguar, lirsge F.1, YP=16, Cobra =n
Viggen were welghed with great care., Ultimately the Dassuslt, Northrop
Sasb and General Dynamics alternatives were retsined by the Committee,
A firat chapter wae closed.

The cbjective is to buy some 350 s@ircraft of the seme type for the Tou
gir forees. According to the Duteh prime minister, Joop den Uyl, =ll 4
elr forces are now going to determine their own favourites, =snd then %
officials will come together sgain for nepotistions. on the ultimate ch
This might take some months, perheps even the whole yeer (1975). Te ca
expect a decission before the lagt months of this yesr; en order place
%qy, December 1975 will mesn & first delivery in 1978, which is just d
ime,

Current ¥lu planning cslls for s first badche of 72 aircraft, to be or
ed when the cholice hes been made for replacement of the two intercepto
squedrons ond oné tactical squadron by 1979. The second badche, of 20,
will be ordered in 1977 for delivery by 1980, replscing one tactical |
squadron; the 'third badche, slso of 20 aircraft, will be ordered one
year later Tor replacement of the last RF-104G sguadron in 1981, ninet
years after the first Starfighters entered Klu service! The following
four years (1982-1985) four badches of 20 sircraft will be delivered &
nually to replade the NP-h squedrons. The last WF-5's wi 1 have been i
gervice for 10 years. The most intemstiig side of the matter is of co
that in & period of 7-8 years more =nd more new aircraft will enter Kl
service, while the number cof Starfighters and WPF-5's dimirnishes gradus
ly. The big cuestion is: which new aircrsft?



$il: try to give an obhjective, but very short and superficizsl evalua-
of the contenders.

sb-Scenia . 37E Viggen"Eurnofighter"

Viggen-Furofighter is practiceslly identiesl to the lastest version
the J.-37 Viggen for the Swedish Air Porce: the firat sireraft of
Skies version will become operational in Sweden in 1978.

‘The Viggen was the first sircraft to heve a double delte-wing; the ad-

#Entagea of this ccnception are the short tske-off snd langing cepabi-
23ties (500 meters are sufficient), stability and mancuvresi’ity. The
?iggep is equipped with a Pulge~Noppler radar, which enables the pilot
%0 operate without the help from groundstations; =mir-defence remains
=iTcctive even when the radio-bescons on the ground have been destroyed.
Thne cheise of the 4 countries will =lse be influenced by the economies=l
compensations offered oy the sircraft menufscturers;a few words on this
s=ubject therefore. The production of the vlggen—Eurn;1 will be msde
®ithin the EEC end NATO-countries. The production program offered to
toe Tour countries, Belgium, Holland, Denmark and Norwey, gives them
=% le=2st 80% ef the production work rcaaltlng from their order for 34e
surofighters. fis far as Helland is concernsd, Sazb-3cania guarantees ac-—
Tivities which smeount tc & value of apprex. 2,000 million guilders over
®en years; these activitics are mainly in the sutomotive area. For the
Surofighter programme, the Tutch participetion represents 15,800 man-
‘¥e=rs, OFf the total production Belgium takes part for 34%, Demmark 84
grd the Netherisnds 334.

BE Dessoult Mirage Po1/M.53

The Mirage F.1/M53 is directly derived from the Mirage 7.1/9K50, which
—= now in operational service with the French iir Force. New compo-
snents arc the more powerfull engine [a Snecma W53) and rader (an impro-
s=d version of the Cyrsno IV, fitted in the F.1). The M53 power-plent
Bss 0.8. been probed in flight mounted orn & specially transformed
Caravelle [Hr.PQBIG?} which wag used as 2 flying test-bench.
¥ith regerd to asgrodynamics the only differences with the Mirage F.1 are
the new shepe of the front fuselage, housing & retractacle flight re-
”u¢111ng boom and' enlerged air intskes to accomodate the incresssd air-
1GW required by the 153 engine. The two basic versicns of the Mirage
2,1/5% are the P-1E(single-se¢at) and the F-1D(two seater} The two-
q;:tbr will keep all the operational c¢apabilities of the F-1E. The
Sirast flight with the type wes made in December 1974.

IT Genernl Dynamics F-16

The YP-16 flight fest progrom begen in Pebruery 1974 =nd by late Novem-
ber it had been sccomplished succesfully; the two prototypss (serialled
01567 mnd 01568) had made 302 flights and logged 380 air hours, 15 of
wmhich were at supersonic apoeds,

The F-16 fighter is designed for low-cost production qnd operation.

Haximum use hes bedn made of gxisting components and {rﬂ?eﬂ systems;
for instance, the YF-16 uses the envirommental control system from fne

4-T7 Corsair, the control sotuasters from the F-111, the nose-wheel from
the F-4 Phantcms, main-gear wheel from the B-58, sir-starter from the
h-ﬁ Galaxy, air-dets computer, generator drive and engine from the
¥=-15 Fagle.
Should the Tour countries decide to buy the F-1E approx. 80¢% of the
airfreme will be manufactured in Belgium, Hollpnd Denmark and Norway,
#ith moduler component sssembly being dccamgllshed in the Feirey, Babcs
end Tokker plants in Belgium end Holland. These firms will supply these
Humpﬂnentﬁ for all 350 consortium aircraft, one third of the 650 General
vnamics built USAF sircraft snd one thlrd of the airersft for sale to
©ther countries,
=nunigus aspect of the F-16 is the "Fly-by-Wire" system; orders from
the pilot ere electroniehlly transmitted to the controls. The system
=5 easy and offers the adventages of incomparable rapid transmittion;
it mekes the aireraft weigh less by dolna away with all the mechanical
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"hours, ¥F~-17 serislled 01569 becgasme the first US-built aircraft to
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tirkezo (csbles, ete) snd offers great structursl simplification (e
are usustlly routed throughout the aireraft),

The YF-16 is the first aircraft in the world sver to fly from the ©
set with this flight-control system. ;

Worthrop F=17 Cobrsa

Cn 9 June-1974 the first prototype of the YF-17 flew at Edwards AFB,
Celifornia, As of the middle of October, the two prototypes, serial
01569 end 01570 (a photo of the letier has been published in our
last issue, by the way), had flown: 133 flights for a total of 145

gupersonic without using ite afterburners,.
in interesting design feature of this aircraft is the use of graphi
an advarced structurgl materisl which weighs 30% lessg then slumini
while it provides twice the tensile strength of stesl. The P-17/Cob
is twin-engined: two newly developed General Electric J101 engines
installed. Heving 50% more maneuverability than current operstionsl
fighters such =8 the P-4, the YF-1 /Oobrz caen climbt vertically =t =
gonic gpeed @nd 1t can Tly supersonic with one of the two engines n
operating.

Northrop has coneluded sgresments with nearly 100 componies in the
WATO countries for industrisl participation in 2 multi-nationsl F-1
Cobra project.

far this introduetion of the 4 candidates, Tet's try toc compare €
th esch other.

Eerformance

As far ss pure speed is concerned,the Viggen is the best. iAlthoug
the differences between the contenders sre in the order of tenths o
Mach, 1t doés meke an importantdifference whether having an airers
that coen fly M 2.4 or M 2.0. The Viggen can msintein M 2.4 in lew
flight, wheress both F-16 and the Mirsge do M 2,2, The F-17,a def
led and purely air superiority wersion of the Gabrﬁ,fliEﬂ at M 2,
and if the Cobrs will ever fly it'll certﬂinlg do less than M 2.0
begruge 1t ie mueh heavier than the ¥-17, with exectly the same
engines.,

Manoeuvrebility of all aireratt appesrs to be good, although the
Viggen is almost famous for its madiceuvrebility, espeeiszlly consid
ing its size (it is the bigrest of the four contenders).

Arvierent

The Viggen, F-16 amd P-17 Cobra all carry one permanent high-veloc
gun, redp. & 30mm Oerlikom, & six-barrelled 20mm MBTA and again =
ME1 4, The Mirage P-1 carries two 30mm DEFA guns, so it is the mos
heevily gun-zrmed aireraft. The M-6lheguipped sirersft form ne im
provamant over the F-104G, beeause this ﬁﬁi is also equipped with
ME&1.,

The Viggen however can deliver a lot more explogives in the =same
with its 30mm Qerliken.

i the g1 superimretyfintgrccption role the Viggen ean, thanks
its egnormous Wirngs, carry most AAM (anti-aireraft missiles) of all
contenders. The Mirage usuzlly carries two sidewinders on the win
tips, as do the F-16 snd F-17. The Cobra, can carris some 7,620kg
under its wings, whereas the Mirage carries 4,000keg, and the F-186
Jeas then the Cobra, The P-16 has twe underwing stores pylons, th
Cobra gix, The Viggen offered is primarily an interceptor, but it
also he able to carry a lot of tactical stores.

T Fitness for tesks

The primery task of the Klu is a tactical one. This calls for gqui
aturdy airecraft, capable of cerrying a great number of underwing
storeg, The Viggen snawers to both requirements. The Cobra does cs
a gresat pumber of slores; but is not as strong za the Viggen.




L= 13 = B

Seotical tesk may alse ¢all for sepability of operating frem zdvan-

=S boseg, such &g unprepsred :fields on highweys. The Viggen has 5T0L
erformance, 80 it needs = small gpace for take—off and lending, It 1=

Eeavy, but its gix wheels will ensble 1t to operate from advanced bases.

=t this taoctiesl task is not the only one. Two squadrons of Ieeuwszrden

s interceptor squadrens. A good interceptor is an sireraft that has

® zood mcoelsration, rate of climb, mangeuvrebility, ete. The American

sn: owedish contenders sre sll three f£it for interception missions,

TE= Wirsge ie built for both tzsks, but podscsses the worst thrust

B8 weight ratio of :ell four snd 1ot s very goad rate of elimb either,

S=feiy ond Ecology

(5 Cobra dis the only aircraft offered with two engines. ALl the otheras
B=ve only one engine, It is c¢lear that when a flame-out cccurs in one
enzine, the Cobra is the only a/fc¢ that hes one .engine left to return
Bome on, In combat the smaller F-1€ snd Mirege are hiarder to hit, but
since the Viggern is & wvery sturdy airecr=ft, it will be able to take
2= = lot of damsge and still be able to fly home without crasshing in
“the p*@cesa. 1 , ; : .

The enormous R FB of the Viggen could well be - wvery noisy engine,
But its short-fiald.performence snd tremendous initisl rate of elimb

P Feduce the trouble caused by the noise for the surrounding natives.
Whe other aireraft won't meke muich more moise than the NP-5's, F=100's
end F-104G's they are to replace. We might even miss the Starfighter'e
distinet howl 11

availability

“two of the contenders sre new verslionsg of aircreft that sre already in
service, fThe originsl Viggen, the J&-37, is now well in service with
the Swedish Adr Force, eond . the Mirwge F~—1C ir. service with the FAT
gince lzat year. The P-16 and F~1T sre new aircrsft, of which the F-16€
¥ill go into USAF gervice in ?6/19?? The B=17 hﬂs bteen rejected

oy the H3LF, but navalized vhvslon of both the F=-16 znd P=17 hove
been offered to the Ufkavy for its VFAX Trequircment, snd the USHavy
favours the nevel F-17 hecsuse of 4ts twin shgines.

The earliest available is not easy to determine, Development programs
zay euffer from sethscks, or may be finished wellbefore schedule, Two
of the contenders sre in production: the J.-37 Vigeen, which will be-
gome operationsl in the Bwaedish Air Foree in 1978, .=nd the F~16, whieh
will become operationsl one year before that, but Dnly e limlted
nurbers (in Jeaunsry 1975 sn prder far 15 ﬂlrcrrft h=g been placed),

The others are protolypes, for which np production crdetrn heve been
placed yet (Mirsge F.1E angd n-17) or have not gven been built in pro-
totype form (Ccbra). One can sssume that all contenders, except the
Cobra can become part of Flu imventary during 19786.

Sxiitics is =2 murky business: one never knews whot, the oputcome is. L
sovernment will easily buy the worst sircraft in the world if it is poli-
®=:cally advantageous. "Buy BEurcpesn" is & slogsn 6f masny Furopean poli-
S=ciong and (of course) aireraft manufactures. Both the ﬁlggen &nd the
Ercge sre continental products. The Dutch experts were rmost attracted

iy the Cobre, but zince the USLF deceided to buy F-16's it doesn't seem
Sikely ever to see Cobra's flying in Duteh colours, 4 choise in fayour

the P-16 is expected. The Belgisns prefer ths Elnge F=-1E;

E1land, the Mirage came in the news when members of the parliament

i4 to have been spproached ty Dassault: a larze sum of money was offerel
them if they would amees to 1t that tke Wirsge would be selected..

=t's hope that a decision in favour of the best aircraft will be made

. n .
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TWENTHE AIE BASE

FLASH editors Frank Klsassen and Hans

“~ BEngela visited our eastern alr bass on
5 Mareh; printed below is their report.
Yo need saying that this article couldrn!
have been compiled without tlHe enthousis
assisatance of Twenthe's PRO Cap.Piet S5t

Twenthe is the third NF-5 base of the Koninklijke Luchtmacht and hous
Wos 313 and 315 Sgiadron.

" A great deal of the local NF-5's are new hidden in big aireraft shelt
for security reascns we weren't gllowed to photograph here, but for-
tunately, 315 Squadron still has a platform where resident and visiltir
gireraft are lined up. We took some g ound shots of the present aircrsa
ineluding wisgiting Alouette A-366(3008qn), Starfighter D-8245(3118gn)
NF-5B E-4023(3168gn), when two NF-5's reiturned from Creil AB in Franc
they had been disoussing the sguadren rotation which ie to take place
May.

It the afternoon, when we were having lunch with Captain Strijker, we
again met Major Penson, €0 of 3158gn; he told us that his .squadron wil
move to Ahlhorn due to runway works et Twenthe from 7 April 4111 30 M
It's not ecertain yet, whether the squadron-rotation (echeduled for 2
May) will be postponed or that the French will go to Ahlhorn ss well.,
Later on we drove te the 31583gn ares (513 is to go to Rheine Hopsten
tha sgame two menths by the way), where we received 2 thorousgh briefin
by Aco PFijnen sbout the activitiesz of the "Testgroep Khnink%ijke Tueh
Macht",

This unigue =ir force unit hass close links with the Netherlands Air-
Spaceflight Leboratory (NLE) end operates a specially eguipped NF-54,
E=3001. As there doesn't exigt a prototype of the NF-5,which is in fac
a new aircrsft, the Xoninkijle Iuechtmzcht wag left with many guestions
that needed proper snswers, Therefore it was deceided to withdraw one
aireraft for sguadron serviece to use 1t ss a congtant testbed. In the
tests have been carried out with X-3001 concerning "flutter" problems
(the vibration of the wings at high speed), the effects that dropping
bombs: have on the wings, eic. _

By the time of cur wvisit, 2 geries of tests on the relisbility of spee
gnd height instruments was In.progress. For this purrose an extirs long
nose had been fitted with specizl devices in and on it, to give exact
figures, Where normal NF-5's have thelr maschine-gure ¥-3001 has instru
ments, the readings of which being filmed in flight! When this preject
is Tinished, metal-fatigue of the wings will be theoroughly examined,
Testpilot of the EK=-3001 is ecaptain Heybecer and s crew of 4 technicizans
led by Aoo Fijnen de the groundwork.

Parked next to E=3007 on the pldtform was an WF-5 of 3138qn, cerrying
latest bedge: 8 bird on s runway, the old TVQ-badge. In ome of our pres
vious issues wementioned under the news-—column, that 313 had g pine~tr
as squedron ingignia. Well, thst sure was a hlunder, we now reslize,

story is as Tollows: about & yesr sgo Twenthe suffered with an engine
problem snd the sup)eort of new engines was dclsyed for scme resson too
This resulted in lrts of ungervicanle sireraft; NF-5's with only one

engine were common sight, The maintenance group therefore deceided to

cannibalige cone aircraft on behalf of znother, in order to keep =t les
half of the fleel cperstional, The NF-%'s that were left without engin
got a especisl insignis (the pine-tree, yes), esymbolizing that they were
Jjust &s usefull to the air foree as i fire—wood......

HISTORY OF VLIEGBASIS TWENTHE

In 1929 "NV Imechthaventerrein Tweathe", a priviﬁté enterprise, started
a 6,400 sg. mtr. site in the hearth of the importsnt eastern industrizl
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e tnis "'Fiisgerhorst" Twenthe Messerschmidt snd Focke Wulf nignw
frersted sgainst fhe mossive Allied bombers waves orn their mis—
®%-r Germsny. As o consequence Twenthe AB alsc received its share

8 bBombings which caused heevy damage.
T preperations of & complimentary flying training school for
e ired circraft (AVOT) equipped with Oxfordsaireraft started.
By =fterwards Spitfires of the Central Fighter School (IVS) appesred
o about 1949 Twenthe entered the jet age with the arrivael of the
= M=teor Mk.7 dusl trainers. One cperastional squadron: Nr.323 was
B, I=fer replaced by 3268qgn.
~: cperational period ceme in 1955 with the arrival of Nrs.T01 and
SSN-Son cquipped with P-86K's, lster joined by Nr.700 AWX-3gn.
B S== change tc the F=1040 zircraft came,renewed intensified treining
B=%ic=, "The Dutch Masters" itrsnsition training squadron, training
e all Dutenh F-104 pilets. _
==e=l-phage flying troining .the Central PFighter School returned under
=== TV0O 2nd forced Nr.306 Recce Sqn. to move to Volkel AB.
= centralized operationsl training scheme slso Nr.315Sgn (00¢) for
geer-tional trangition course moved in,
S =gusoron,finzlly, is & training squadron for -pilots end in mainly
the B-march of the NP-5.

of our future issuecs we hope to publish en article on the Jacht-
fschcol, TV0 snd 313 Squadron.
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"'_ -~ MEETINGS - ARMED PORCES DAYS — NAVAL DAYS - OPEN DAYS

Siready can give you some more events this month., Wext month we hope
E== giv: you @ nearly complete 1list with all events to be held in
Hirope. -
5=ll "Chech before going™ 1a already besring fruits, becausé the
RS Bye Meet has been posponed (see below)
® == impossible for us to chéck all Opsn Davs {meets ete) some weeks
gSo=e they are being held. Therefore, if you know something about 8 post-
p===cnt or cancel, we would be very pleased if you let us know.

g=c3s]: Bulls Eye Meet 1975 at Sola(Norway) from 25 Aug., till 5 Sept.
BST Sources: Tiger Meet 1975 at Isck (Germany)

Royal Flush 1975 at Bremgarten (Germany) late may
e or 12 June Bremgartern (Germany) open day

21 snd 22 Jume Adr Force Meeting al Florrrnes (Belgium)

22 June !rmed Forces Day at Hamstein (Germany)

7 July Open Day at Gutersloh {Germany)

12 July Open Dey at Kaufbeuren (Germany

In fugust sn Onen Day at Jever (Germany

30 August Open Day 2t Volkel(Holland)

31 _Migust Open Day at Ahlhorn (Germany)

7 or 14 September Open Day at Leck (Germany)

13 September Open Dey at Munetorf (Germany

. 27 September Open Day at Lesuwerden (Holland)

S=ours: 7 June Laarbruch snd “ildesn-ath (Open Days (Germany)

PecS sources say that only two open Days of the USAFE in Germany will
famstein (22 June) and Templehof.

EERT I SENENT ¢

lapti From the West London Aviation Group the monograph you've 211

n waiting for....: "The USAF Today". A comprehensive snd asuthoritative
=iysis of USAF sir operations,.Commands, units, types, bsses and maps,
T 100 pages with nesrly 80 previously unpublished photographs. This
turble work conteinas much new data snd seven cssy-reference appendices.
‘quslity production at = bargein price of % 1.60 worliwide (overseas

Ser by surface) Adr meil to US4/ Canada £ 2,50 end £ 2.75 for Aistralis.
&L monies to be In & sterling and made payable to WLAG, Available by post
== TLAG RW,Permell, 18 Green Lawns, Southbourre Gardems, Eastcote,
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UNITED STATES AIR FORCE in EURQPE part 4

By Fens ven de Laoar with thanks to
TSAP, Pieter von Gemert snd Paul
Jaokson.

For the time being, no corrsctions or sdditions have come my way, eXce
some chenges concerning Phantom-assignments (gee USAF-news).

Az the P-4E's snd now sglso the D-models keep on moving from the one
gquadron to asnother, I have decided to publigh szrisl-lists of the dif
ferent squadrons, mot urxtil there is some mors clesrness and USAFE's
Phantoms heve settled down, B0 let's go on with some "oldies but goldi

66th Tacticsl Reconnaissance Wing

TLineege: Constituted 66th TRW on 15 Nevember 1952, activsted on 1 Jeanu
195%, Imaectivated in September 1969, )
Agsignments: 9th Alr Force, 1 January 1653 +ill 7 July 1953
12th Alr Foree, T July 195% +4ill 1 Jenuary 1958
USAFE, T July 1955 ~ Bepltember 1969 '
17tk Alr PForee, 15 HNovember 1959 ~ September 1969
Stations; Shaw AFB, South Csrolins 1 Jenuary 1953 till 7 July 1953
Sembach AFB, Germany, 7 July 1953 till 18 June 1958
Laon LFB, France, 18 June 1958 till 1 Scptember 1966 (17th and 18 T
from 1959, 302nd and 305rd TRS's till 1959, 32nd TRE 1562-1965);
Phalsbourg AB, France, Janu&ry 1958 till October 1960 (32nd and 38t
Seulthorpe, Bngland, 1 Jen&ry 1957 till & March 1958 (19th TRS)
Toul-Rosierece AB, Frsnce, October 1960 till 1962 {32nd and %S5th TRE
Ramstein AB, Germany, 1962 till January 1966 (3B8th TRS)
RAF Upper Heyfor , England, 1 September 1966 1111 September 1969 (1
zrid 18th TRS).
airersft: Douglsas RBE-26 Invaider, 1953-1955; Lockheed RF-B0A Shootin
Star, 19535-1956 (66th TRGp): Martin RB-5T7A Cenberra, 1955-1957
TRGp )3 Republic RF-847 Thunderflasgh, 1955-1959 (32nd and 38tk TRS
in 1958 while 302nd and 303rd till 1959): Douglss RB-660C Destro
1957-1958. (19th and 30th TRS); MeDonnell RF-101C Voodoo, 1958/59—
September 1969 (32nd and 38th TRS from 1959 till 1965/66 while 17Tth
and 18th PRS from 19%¢ till 1968 ; licDonnell RP-4C Phantom II, 19

Componentas
66th Tectical Reconnaiasarice Group, 1 Jarmary 195%-= 8 December 1957
6bth Meintenarnce snd Supply Group, 1 Jenusry 19535 = 28 December 1957
66th Alr Base (later Combet Support) Group, 1 January 1953 - unkno
fath Medical (later Tactical Hospital) Group, 1 Janusry 1953 - unkn
T486th Air Base Group, 8 March 1958 - 20 March 1961
To44th Support Group, & August 1960 - 15 July 1962
66th Reconnaigsance Technicsl Sguadron, 1 January 19535 - 8 February
T427th UBAF Tnfirmary(later Dispenssry) Sadn., 1 March 1954 - 8 Oct
19th Tactical Recvennaisssnce Sguadron, B December 1957 = 9 March 19

formerly with 47tk Bomb.Wing at Sculthorpe (england); remained o
ting from Sculthonpe while assigned to 66th TRW (66th TRGp Feb.l
8 December 1957); in 1958 to 10th TRW at Spangdshlem. See under
TRW for historical detgils.
30th Tactlecal Reconnaissance Sgquadron, 8 December 1957 - 8 March 19¢
formerly with 66th TRGp (1947-1951 and 1953-1957); operated from
Sembach AB, Germany, while flying with 66th TRW; in 1958 to 10th
TR? a2t Spangdahlem AB. See under 10th. TRW for history.
302nd Taeticel Reconnaissance Sgusdron: 8 December 1957 - 20 June 1
formerly with 66th TRGp (195%-1957) at Sembach AB; operated from!
Pembach AB and later Leson AB"(since 1958) while flyirg with f6th
TR™; din 1959 returned to the USA.
303rd Tactical Reconnaissance Sguadrou, 8 December 1957 - 20 June 1
formerly with 66th TRGp (1953-1957) =t Sembach ARjjoperated Trom
Sembach AB and later Leon 4B (since 1958) while flying with 66th
TR%: in 1959 returned to the USA.
32nd Tactical Reconnaissance Sguadron; 8 March 1958 - 1 July 19653 1
4oz hisetorye ot kbrowres aoerbted Pream Shalabhmiires AR (TGt a_1060Y .



Sen —coeiorés 4B (1960-1962) and Lasn 4B (1962-1965) while flying

With FEth TRWs in 1965 to 26th TR¥:-st Toul-Rosieres AB. Further

S story see under 26th and 10th TREW's,

&= T=cticel Reconnsisssance Squedron, B Mareh 1958 - Junuary 19663

L Formerly assigned to '0th TREW at Phalsbourg AB; operaratdfrom Phale-

mourye 4B (1959-1960), Teul-Beesieres 4B (1960-1962) and Remstein AR

T062-1966) while flying with €6th TRW: in 1966 to 26th TRW at

EEnstein, See under Z6th BRY for history.

82 =md 38th TRS's replaced the 19th and 30th TRS's in March 1958.

Tactical Reconnzissance Squadron, 10 May 1959 - September 1960;.

memerly with, 452nd TRW at Shaw AFE; opersted from Lacn AB {(1959-1966)

and Upper Heyford (1966-1969) while flying with 66th TRW: in 1969

£6 S6th TFW at Zweibrucken.

BESE Tocticel Reconnaissance Squasdron, 1 Juneé 1959 - September 1969
Tormerly with 363rd TRW at Shaw AFB:; operated from Laon AB (1959-

1856) ond Upper Heyford (1966-1969) while flying with 66th TRT; in

1959 to 563rd TR™ at Shaw AFB. ) "

Tt h snd 18th TRS"s replsced the 302nd and %0%rd TRS's in June 1959.

= thanks to Jemes N.Bastmen jr, Chief Historicsl Resesreh Center
Sexwall AFB, Aeabsma,

= reoistrations:
2 52-T34% to WEAF in 1957
~: 52-1456 30th TRS,66th TRGD _
S+ 19%h TRS; 54-0420,0421,0422, ,0424,0426,0427,0428,04%0,04%2,0433,
: 54— 0434,0435,0436,0437,0439, 0447,0442,0445,0506,0507,0510,
54-0511,0515,0524

BIC:: 56-0055(17th =and 18th TRS)3; 0056; 0n57(18th TRS); 0058(17th,
18th ond 38th TRS); 0059:; 0060(17th TR3): 0062; 0063(38th T38);
0065; 008T; 00TO(17th TRS):; 0071: 0072(38th TRS):; 0089(17th TR:3);
0090; 0091(17th TRS); 00893(38th TRS); 0006(to 363rd TRW); 0097
(17th TRS); 0101(18th TES)3; 0102(18Bth TRS); 0106(17th and 18%h
TRS): 01073 0109(18tha); 0110(17th TRS): 0112(17th and 18th TRS);:
0114(17th, 18th and 38th TRS): 0017(17th TRS): ©119; 0122: 0123
{(17th TEsﬂ; 0124(18th TRS); 0125(17th,and 18th TRS); 0126(17th,
18th and 38th TES)s 0127(18%H and 38th TRS): 0128(17th TRS);
D150§1Eth TRS); 0132(18th TRs, w/o 18-6-1969): 0133, 0135; 0169;
0171(17th TRS, ex 363rd TRY); 0182, 0184(38th TRS):; 0198(18th
TRS); 0202(17th TRS); 0206({17th and *8th TRS, &x 363rd TRW);:
0212, 0214, 0216(17th and 38th TRS8); 0217(17th TRS); 0218; 0219;:
0221(18th TRS ,ex 363rd TEY); 0224(17th end 18th TES); 0226:
D229(17th, 18th TRS, ex 363rd TTW): 0231(18th TRS).

RF-T010%s which didn't move with the 66th TEYW from L=on to
Upper Heyford were:; 56-0059; GDEﬁ(ﬁEth'THSg; 0071: 00F2(38th THZ)
56-0090; 0093(38th TRS): 0096(to 563rd TRW): 0110: 0119: 0128
56-0206(38th TRS): 02103 0212, Q214: 0217(17th TRS): 0226

: 43=485715 -

s HhZ2-HhB32 ;

2 62-44733 44763 61-0678(w/o 10-1-1987 nesr Torrejon)

¢ 17th TRS, delivered mid 1969:
68-055%,0554,0555,0556,0557,0558 0559, 0560,0561,0562,0563,0564,
68-0565,0567 ,0568,0570,0571 _
M1 to 86th TEW, 17th TRS, Zweibzrucken AB, &nd 1969 and coded
ZR in 1970,

6Eth Tacticsl Reconnsisgance Group

el tuted a8 66th CObservation Group or 271 fagust 1941, Activated 1 Sep-
er 1941. Redesignated 66th Reconnaiessance Group in April 1943 and
Tzciical Reconnalssance Group in sugust 1943%. HEoguipped at various

§= with 0—4&6, 0-47, A-20, P-39 Airscobra, P-40 Warhawk, B-25 Mitchell,
=nd -6 aircrsft. Supported ground units on manceuvres, including the
pEina Manosuvres of 1942, the Tennessee Msnosuyres of 1942 and 1943,

®he 2nd Army Marouevres of 1943-1944. Trained personnel in asrial
En=isgance and artillery adjustment methods. Alge flew antisubmarine
off the esst cozet (USA), Jamary-iupgust 1942, Disbanded on 20-4-44




Torrwrfitated, redesigneted 66fth Recsmnalssance Group, sllotted ta the
roserve, and setivated.on 27 December 194f.Eguipped with RB-26 Invaders
and RF-204 Shooling Stars. Redegigfiated e6th Btrategic Reconnaisgands
Group in June 1949. Called %o aective duty on 1 May 1951. Inactivated on
16 May 1951,
Redeeignated E6th Tactical Reconnsissance Group. Acotivated cn 1 January
195% and aggigned to 66th TRV, Fguipped with RB-26 Invaders and RF-804
chooting Stars. Moved to Germany in June-July 195%, and assigned to USH
Converted to RB-57A Canrterra's and RF-84F Thunderflashes in 1955, and
further from RB-5TA's to RBE-66B/C Destroyers in 1957. Inectiveted on 8
December 1957
Group's motto: Cmnis Conspicimus = We observe all,
Stations: Jacksonville, Morida, 1 Sept.1941 = Jan.1922:
Charleston, S.Carclina, Jden.1342 - Msr.1942; Jacksonville {Mun.&prt),
Florida, Nar,1942 - May 1942; Pope Fleld, N.Carolina, May 1942 - Sen
19425 [Tullahoma, Tennessee, Sept.1942 — Nov,19423; MNorris Field, Non
Carolina, Nov.1942 — Apr,1943; Camp Campbell, Kentucky, Apr.1943 -
June 19i%; Alken ALFld, B.Carolins, June 1943 - 0ct,194%;: ILebanon
Tennessee, Qetil1943 - 20 Apr.1944; Newark /B, New Jersey, 27 Dec.19
27 June 1949; McGuire AFR, New Jersey, 27 June 1949 - 10 Qet.1949:
Barksdale AFB, louisiens, 10 0ct.1949 - 16 M=y 1951: Shaw AFB, S5.C=
lina, 1 Jan.1953 - 1 July 1953; Sembaeh AB, Germeny, 7 July 1953 -
8 December 1957. -

Components:
18th Reconnaissance Sguadron, 1947 - 1949
19th Liuison Sgquadron, 1942 = 194%
20th Recomnaissance Sguadron 1947 — 1949 and 1949 = 1051
Zrd Reconnaissance Sguadron 1943 :
97th Reconnsissance Sguadron 19471 — 104%
106th Reconnaissance Sguadron 1941-1943
118th Recomnalsssnce Sguadron 1941-= 1943
19th Reconnaissance (later Tactical Recoinaissance) .Squadron; 1947-
1949 and Jan.-Deec.1957. Formerly with 4A7TBW; ¥Was flying RB-66E/0
Destroyers in 19573 when the 66th TRGp was inactivsted on 8 Dec,
1957, the 19th TRS came under control of the 66th TRY. For furth
history see under 66th and 10th TRY and 47th TRY.
30th Reconnaissance (later Tactieal Reconnaigsance) Sgusdron: 1947 =
1951 and 1953-1957; was flying RB-26 Invaders (1953-1955), RB-57
Canberra's (1955-1997) and RB—66R/C Destroyers (1957) while fly
with the €6th TRGp; when the €6%h TRGp wss insctivated on 8 Dec.
1957, the 30th TRS wag further sssigned to the 66th TRY. For fu
history see under 10th TRV, S
302nd Tactical Recermaissance Squadron, 185%-1957; previous history nel
known; was flying RF-B0A Shooting Sters (1953-1055) snd RF-B4F
Thunderflashes (1955-1957) while flying with the 66th TREp: as-
signed to 66th TRW sfter 8 Dec.1957. Tor history see also 66th 1
303rd Tactical Reconnaisgance Sguadron, 1953-1957; previous history no
knowns wes flying RF-B0A Shooting Stars (19535-1955) and RF-84F
Thunderflashes (1955~1957) while flyins with the &6th TRGp: asosif
te 66th TR" after 8 Deec.1957. For history see a&lsc under 66th TH

Speecial thenks to James N.Eastmen jr, Chief Historisl Rescarch Center
Maxwell AFB,  Alabsma.

17th Tactical Reconnaissance Sguadron

Lineage: Constituted 17th Fhotographic Reconmdissance Sgusdron on 14 Ju
1942, Activated on 23 July 1942. Redesignated: 17th Photographic S
‘Tiight) on €& February 1943; 17th Photographic Reconnfiissance Squn. on
13 November 1943, Imactivated on 1 May 1946. Redesignated 17th Tact
Reconngigsance Sguasdron (Photographic) on 1 fpril 1951. Activated onl
2 Apridl 1951,

Assignrents: 4th Photographie (later Thotographic Reconnaissance and Map
ping, Fhotogaphie ‘and Recomnaissance resp.) Group, 2% July 1942 - &
December 19453 13th Alr Ferce, from 5 December 1945; XIII FPighter
Commend, from 10 December 194585th PFighter Ting, from 1 February 1946
1 .



i e

pRn 23r Force, 22 NMarch 1946 = 1 May 19465 363rd Tactical Reconnaig-
e Group, 1 April 1951 = B February 1958; 4%2nd Tactical Recon-
-‘ﬁ'Eﬂu Ting, 8 February 1958 - 10 May 1959; f6th Tactical Recon-
isance “1ng, 10 WMey 19?9 - SEptEmbET 1969 86th Tactical PFighter
F, i November 1969 - 31 Jariuary 1973 26th Tacticsl Reconhaissance
&, 31 Jenusry 1973 — present.
jm=: Colorado Springe, Colorade, 23 July 1942 - 24 (Octeber 1942
echelon of Diflighﬁ, later O— and D-flights, =2t Colerade Springa,
*E Oectober 1943, and "Will Rogers Field, Oklshema, 12 Jct.1943 -
- =3£r19‘:"!t}
B==a, New Cgledonia, 2 December 1942 = 11_Janusry 1943
EEdslicehnal, 16 Jﬂnuary 1943 - B Qetober 1944 (detachments operasted
;J_ ¥unda, "Tew Gecrgia, 13 CGetober 1943 - 31 January 1944, and 9 March
Ses — 71 Aprdl 19443 Bougainville, 11 December 1943 — Februsry 1945;
pEmZcor, 8 till 23 October 1944; Sansapor, New Guinea, 13 0ct.1944~
P Sovember 1944}).
Eoi=1 |, 2 Novemher 1944 - 7 May 1945 ( detachments opersted from
y Leyte, 9 February 1945 - Octoker 1945)
Erfo Princesa, Palawan, 7 Mey 1945 — November 18945
Field, Luzon, November 1945 - 1 May 1946
B &FE, Scuth Cerolina, 2 April 1951 - 10 May 1959
= 1B, France, 10 May T?EQ - 1 September 1966
- ﬁﬂher HEFT&T& England, 1 Reptember 1966 - September 1969
#=struccken AB, GFrmany, 1 November 1969 - present
need P-38/PF-5 Lightning (photographic version): 1942 — 1946
===k lmerican B-25/F-10 Mitchell (photographic wversion): 1944 - 1946
S Sh Americen P-6 Mustang: 1946
BEEEecsd RF-BOA ShHooting Star: 1951 - 1955
pucliic RF-84F Thunderflesh: 1954 - 1958
Sennell RP-101C Voodoos 1957 - 19€9
ernell RF-4C Phantom II; 1969 — present
B=Ong: I
e=b=t in South, Southwest and Western Pacific, § February 1943 - 13
Eemsact 1945.
gnes:
B32lcanal; New Guines; Northern Selomons; Bismarck Archipelago:
metern Pacific; Leyte; Iuzon, Southern Phillippines;Centrsl Burma;
eng (ffensive; Adr Combat in hAsiatie—Pacific Theater.
Eetions:
= Force Outstanding Unit dward over 19¢2:; Philippine Presidential
e {itation.

821 thanks to John L.Cunninghem, Captain USLF snd chief Office of
E=tion 26th TRW, Zweibruecken AB.

e S T L L —— —

20 DMENT ;s

Beccived the following letter from John Atkey (address: W1921283
Wt¥cy, Sqts Mess, RAF Bruggen, BFPO 42, Germany):
Eetns Deen given your address by san-Ldr Tamb of RAF Bruggen I am
=eing to see 1f you could put me in touch with pecple in the Nether-
= who sore Interested in recovering World War IT aireraft which have
mned, +
¥ heen concerned with this work in Scotland and in Ireland and now
g ne tc Sermeny for 3 years 1 would like to do the ssme thing out
- ITlnrlnﬂllj I am interested in recovery, restoration and then
senting the ltems recovered to either the RAF Museum or the TAL
eur both in Bngland. Feiling them T usually give them to local

B =,
that you esn help me, I remain, Yours faithfully,

ope that people intersated in this matter will contact Sgt. Atkey.



LDYERT IS RIS

FPROTO 1: Although it seems thst the Viggen's chances Lo become F-104

PHOTQ 2: Douglas §-H4's are serving all over thL world with differen

BT 42'5 ¥ax Holste MH-15271 Brousgserd in htlozging to the 12¢ imcad

PHOTQ 4:; Lt Tours-3St.Symphorien tHere FPaF lirage II1IL's were picturs
PHOTO. 5: NF-54 p-3051/3153gn haa just returned =t Twenthe after: &
FIOTO 62 This emblem gymbalising the exporimentezl chesracter of

FHOTO T4 NP5 3005 I8 beirg refuslled. -
FHOTO 8i NF-54 K-3014 smd W#-5B ¥=4008 of %1350n grabbed while onh

PHOTC : 95 :
PHOTO 10: «djudent Piinen ig explaning the secrets of K-3001 1o our- G

PHOTO 11: This FF-H/ orn the 3135 termzc &t Twenthe shows the new 313-bée
FHOTH 12: FP-5F K-4025/3515%n bock on the 315-platform. “hotos 5 to 1

FHORO 15y o Herverd of the Swiss A1y Forbe., Copyright: ALFS/WH, Larson
PHOTO 14+« RP-4C with special fin-colours on Sola on 22-8-19/2 during

FHOTO 15
THOTH 16+ This Pisggic wes teken at Norveniech on 13-2-75 by H.Richter,

1f you speak ﬁutch ‘Bsnigh, Spanish, Fbrtugueas, Tolish, Pimnish =2
you arce & momber o subscrlbcﬂ o ITNE Gangds, U84, ’ustrallu Pin
Hollawd, Belgium, Denmerk, Jir Internatiensl, lero ‘lbum, LEtecti'
chmcr”uticﬂ, Hodelmrz ey bHeT you dontt ﬂt;ﬂ the Bmzll -Lir Forol
glearing Honse, but if you sbove does hot zpply on you, ¥you just m
be 1nttraatud lﬂ the SLFCH,

For information write to SLRCH ths Petheriands, “elleweg 4, Briclle

Oorrespondence wanted in the UB., Jspan, “est Germany, France, Ini
Kingdom end Ten rk in order ta exchange top-gquslity b&w negatives
ard TQQﬂchrDma TIT colou?mulld (no copiss).
Please write to: J..L.H, van dm" Qever, P.0.FHox 8006, Zindhoven 4508
Holland.

CORRCETICGHS AND ADDITTIONS TO THE ORION-4LRTICLE

VP-40 (£3) is now operating with P-30's.

T4 {LE} ig still opersting with SP-2RH's znd ign't likely to reo

Orions in a short time.

The TpP=3D%'s of NOAA ore likely to recelve ecivil registrations.

ndds to the serizl list:

RP-34: glso 100500 o/n 5026 "Project Blrdaeyb“ nemad The Srctic TFo

P=3B : 152T7T16-152765 c/n'a 515§ -515 191, 513755189, 5201, 52035 -520T

5208 “219 3

153414~153442 ¢/n 5211-5239 1534445153458 o/n 5240-5254
153574-154605 ¢/n S255-5286  R/WolI resp. 5301 up to 5305
INZAN resp, 5190,5192,5800,5202,5208

¥P=30: 155443 o/n 5500

P=30 : 159318-158329 e¢/n 5608-5619

EP=3T: correet sericla: 148887, 148888, 149668, 149669, 149678, 4’GF9f
150497, 150498, 15GJU1 1“C?bd 1JG7D3 1105b5 1“&)25 cfﬂ'a 5005
5006, JGDQ,SD]O %ﬁlgi;D?D CEE 5024 5027 - ”029 DS BES T

TP=5 0 1»96?q hiy )Q1ﬂ

— e e e e o e e e
-------

BRIFE COMNMEUT ON THE PHOTOGHSFPHS IN THIS TSSUE

successor are gefiting smaller znd smaller, we g%ill think i
nypowtinu to publigh some pietures of this remarksble sircr
T thde fssuel Copyright: P,Veréruiijsse

Sar LrmE Tor kample the Turkish 4F. Copyright: ALPS/HE.Lor

de Chasse st Cambrs 1¢ France, where it wes taken on 15-9-74
durine the Open House. Sepyright: FE.Klaassen

A0-9-1971. Copyright: L. oresu
&t Credl LFB, Frence.

k-3001. See article ir this issue.

o from Twenthe,

This is the badge of "JTestgroep Kon.Iludhimacht" on K=73061.

Editor,
Qopyrightzs: 4.0, Bngels snd P,¥lsanaen

the Big Click. Copyripht: ' H.Larsen
Mzzister o/n 323 fteken ot Brustenm, Copyright: K.v.lggelen
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